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§ Leadership for
the scaleup of HIV

prevention.

§ Leadership for
the restructuring of

national response.

§ Leadership for
sustainability of

national response.

Malawi

8 Turning off tap of
new infections.

8 Creating an enabling
legal environment

for HIV response.

8§ Sustainability of
national response.
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Champions visit Lesotho, Malawi

he Champions for an HIV
I Free Generation made a
record two country visits
in one month. The visits, one of
which was long in the making, werd}
successfully concluded in the mont
of May.

Champions delegations to the
two countries were graced by four
Champions led by His Excellenc
Festus Mogae, Champions cha|rm
and former president of Botswana. |

H.E. Mogae was accompanied tf
Lesotho by Prof. Miriam Were,
former chairperson of the Kenya
National Aids Control CouncilHis
Excellency Dr.
former president of Zambia, andention include the following: HIV In Malawi, the Champions also
Ms. Joyce Mhavillehairperson of counselling and testing, medictlckled critical issues to revamp the
the Steering Committee of the Afri-male circumcision, multiple concumHIV response.
can Broadcast Media Partnershipnt partnerships, Prevention of Some of the issues advocated for
Against HIV/AIDS, accompaniedother-to-Child Transmissionand in Malawi were: turning off the tap
Mogae to Malawi. leadership for the restructuring anef new infections throughup scaling

The Champions took on keysustainability of the national reHIV testing and counselling, Preven-
issues affecting HIV prevention isponse. tion of Mother-to-Child Transmis-
each country with the national lead- 6 We ar e c¢ onvi n eiend meditabntale tircuencisioa and
ership, development partners, civiind cheapest way that you can wreducing multiple concurrent part-
society leaders, traditional leadershe battle against HIV and AIDS iserships.
and the judiciary, among others. t hr ough pr event i dlhe Ghanpians dlsoVavpeated

Some of the issues the Champi-e s ot ho. 0The o fol an enablirgbldga@ ensimimertt i
ons discussed with the Lesothes to set an achievable goal of zefor the national response and sus-
government to scale up HIV prenew i nf ect i ons hanabdity df he national response.

Champions tell Lesotho Leaders not to let their guard dowr

His Excellency Festus Mogae and Prof. Miriam Were issue the final communiqué to
Kenneth Kaunda the Lesotho media at Maseru Moshoeshoe International Airport.

.E. Mogae and Prof. Were
paid a courtesy call to Leso-
tho Prime Minister Pakalitha Mosisili
to brief him on critical HIV preven-
tion issues that brought the Champi-
ons to the country.
The prime minister expressed his
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ing HIV infection in the country. 74

R nment OWe wish to |ear§
Cabinet dom as we grapple with this monster
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. are grappling with it with significan

stubborn and

success, although infection rates amecluding Prevention of Motheo-

cumcised. The country is also look-

ing for ways to encourage adult

males to get circumcised medically.
OAl t hough adul't

circumcise, we still have a lot of men

t hat are not cirec

OWe are finding a

U cthem to get circumcised in health

centres, not in tr

¢i s -Mr. Mogae commended the prime

minister and His Majesty King Letsie

bl Wier launching the remarkable
St at us¢
0The 6Know Your

r e f @hdd Transmission,gposomdtiogwuspaign is a best practice for Lesotho

Mosisili said Lesotho has nowf condoms for sexually active adultand should be repeated and sus-
made controlling HIV infection as itand male circumcision. tained, 6 sai d Moge:
Tradonal 91| ermunhleer ane priority to close the tap On male circumcision, the primehe Lesotho leadership against HIV
of new infections. In order to subdueninister said his country has adopteaind AIDS that could be a best prac-
the epidemic, he said, the countrg two-pronged approach. All maldice to be emulated by other coun-
has devised a number of strategiebildren born in clinics will be cirt ri es in the regic
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Champions urge judges to fight stigma

Reducing stigma and discrimination is os&id, if homosexuals and sex workers are
of the key objectives that the Champions fariminalized, they will shy away from testing
an HI\(Free Generation aims to achieve. and treatment and hence continue to oper-

In their visit to Lesotho, the Championste in the shadows infecting others.
met Chief Justice Mahapela Lehohla and theHe said Champions do not believe that
Judges of the High Court to advocate for theriminalising HIV transmission or exposure
rights of people living with HIV and AIDS. serves a public health or HIV prevention

The Champions urged the judges to cofunction. He suggested that governments
tinue safeguarding the rights of sexual min@hould limit criminalisation of HIV transmis-

hief gpfti Mahapela Lehohla welcomes President

I n order to wimn L e svous.h 0 § s fight agalns ogae and Prof. Were to the Palace of Justice.

The Champions reminded the judges thatIn their deliberations with judges, the
criminalization of homosexuals and sé&hampions also discussed the emergiagy allowing prisoners visitation rights would

workers makes prevention of HIV infectioproblem of prisoners getting infected witma ke sense, oit coul
difficult. HIV while in prison. applied only to those who are locked up and
ol t i s not desirabbéef ipgeohpdneo sceaxnu agl os alsotgaes pgainss then agl | pkactise eof a

criminalized. They will be a source of neand come out HIV positive, this is aneddenyi ng pri soners t he
infection,d said Mogaler. c ed Aonfy isndfuerccte omf, ©nesoftthedjudhke guggested that maybe
infection should be gHeuGpampidns énd the judges agredtere should be a law forcing people to test
Mr. Mogae said that governments shouldat one effective solution to this problem ifor HIV. The champions said compulsory
help sex workers and other sexual minorimaking condoms readily available in the prigsting could raise human rights issues. The
ties protect themselves from getting the HI¥ns. The Champions encouraged Lesotbaly way to boost testing, they said, is for
virus and help them protect their partneréeadership to explore this solutiontocontrol eader s t o promote tt
by encouraging them to get tested and tdlV infection in the prisons. campaign, which would promote counselling
use condoms Another solution that came fromthe disand t esti ng, i f done
From the prevention point of view, hecussion is developing a legal framework pose or embarrass them.
. 1 A ;M allow visitation of prisoners by Mr. Mogae gave the example of Botswana,
@ At [ ' @/ their spouses. While this optionwvhich opened counselling and testing cen-
L[l | may be costly and hard to impletres, but because of fear of stigma, many
¥ ment, Champions encouraged theeopl e di dnot go for
~ 4 Lesotho judiciary to critically lookbeing labelled as Hipositive if they were
at the issue of HIV infection in prisseen going to the testing centres, he said.
ons and offer the necessary legal Botswana was then forced to change and
remedies in order to plug theoffer testing in public clinics. The country
source of HIV infection in the pris-also introduced the opbut system where
. o ... aons. patients could automatically get tested for
High Court judges interacting with Mogae and Were. Professor Were said that while &IV unless they declined.
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His Excellency Festus Mogawrale circumcision is coordinate@te a strong pub
and fellow Champion Prof. Mirianby the ministry while NAC doeslic and private
Were addressed a wide range addvocacy and communications. sector forum to
issues with the Lesotho National Mr. Mogae said it should badequately advc
AIDS Commission (NAC) Board. easy to amend the National AID$ate against mult

One of the key issues discussetict if NAC and the ministry ple  concurrent
is the current restructuring ofagreed to share roles. He saigartnerships.

NAC, which Mr. Mogae said was hey shoul d ackn®S®hehddatighat ( hat oOwe
instrumental in clarifying the roledave a job to do and agree who i€ NAC concen- NAC board discuss with the Champions.
of the organization. to do it & what is better done bytrated on nonmedical issues, they NAC Chairman, Dr. Molotsi

NAC and the Ministry ofus and what is better done byould be very effective in advocaMonyamanesaid management of
Heal th dondt seyau.tdo Mrav e Mag & ding foreswudh rissuesdas $Migim@ ablV has been integrated into
understanding of their roles andnd the ministry not to lose sightdiscrimination. She asked NAC thealth areas, but accessibility is
responsibilities as spelt out in thef the fact that the main mission iglentify where coordination endsstill a challenge. He also said Leso-
National AIDS Act, said Mogado stop HIV infection. and implementation starts withtho had few doctors, which was a
For example, he observed that Prof. Were asked NAC to cre- minor overlaps. major challenge in HIV treatment.
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