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Executive Summary

The Champions for an HIV-Free Generation visited South Africa from March 4-5, 2010, at the invitation of South African Deputy President Kgalema Motlanthe. The visit was part of a regional mission to share experiences, endorse South Africa’s successes and encourage stronger leadership in the response to the HIV epidemic. 

The Champions delegation to South Africa included His Excellency, Mr. Festus Mogae, former president of Botswana and chairperson of the Champions; His Excellency, Mr. Joaquim Chissano, former president of Mozambique and vice chairperson of the Champions; and Ms. Joyce Mhaville, chairperson of the Steering Committee of the African Broadcast Media Partnership Against HIV/AIDS (ABMP). The delegation was accompanied by the Champions’ Secretariat, including the new Executive Secretary, Mr. Chris Molomo, and the UNAIDS Country Coordinator for South Africa, Dr. Catherine Sozi.   

The delegation met with many of the government’s top leaders, including Deputy President Kgalema Motlanthe, who was serving as Acting President in place of President Jacob Zuma who was on a state visit to England at that time.  The Champions also met with Parliamentarians from the Portfolio Committee on Health; KwaZulu Natal Premier, Dr. Zweli Mkhize; His Majesty, King Goodwill Zwelithini, of the Zulu Nation; and members of the South African National AIDS Council (SANAC), which included leaders of both government and civil society. 

The delegation also visited the Khayelitsha township outside of Cape Town to see the Ubuntu Clinic, one of the first TB/HIV integrated clinics in South Africa. The Champions concluded their visit at the KwaCaluza Clinic in Pietermaritzburg, where a unique new method for conducting male circumcisions was being conducted.

The goal of the South African visit was to congratulate the country’s authorities for their progress in the response to HIV thus far, and to recommend appropriate strategies in order to maintain and sustain the response. During the visit, the Champions emphasized three key issues based on consultations with in-country partners. Those issues included:
1) Leadership in the Scale-Up of HV Prevention; 
2) South Africa’s Role in the Regional Response to HIV; and 
3) Endorsement of the South African National Testing Campaign. 
Through private meetings, open forum discussions, media interviews and personal contacts, the Champions emphasized recommendations around the priority issues. 
The Champions Chairperson, Mr. Mogae, further related the recommendations in a final communiqué to South Africa, which he read during a press conference after the meeting with SANAC. The Secretariat reiterated these points in “thank you” letters sent to each of the parties visited. 
With help from in-country partners, the Champions’ Secretariat will now track South Africa’s progress over the next 12 months to record progress made on the priority issues, including any changes in policy, programs, behavior, speech or activities by the SA leadership.
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Trip Purpose:

· To meet Champions for an HIV – Free generation Objective 1: “Champion for stronger, more visionary and outspoken leadership from the continent most affected by the epidemic through peer support.”

· To meet Champions Objective 4: “To Champion the social changes needed to achieve the vision of an HIV and AIDS free generation.”

· To share ideas for a revitalized regional response to HIV and AIDS
· To gain exposure for Champions and their key issues through formal and informal contact with South Africa stakeholders, and through the media

· To network with sponsors
Participants:

	Champions
	H.E. Festus Mogae, Botswana
H.E. Joaquim Chissano, Mozambique
Ms. Joyce Mhaville, Tanzania

	Secretariat
	Mr. Chris Molomo, Executive Secretary

Doug Johnson, Communications

Rebecca Aaku, Office Manager
Boitumelo Gaboutloeloe, Asst. Office Manager

	UNAIDS 
	Dr. Catherine Sozi, UNAIDS Country Coordinator, South Africa 

	Others
	Benson Saili, HIV/AIDS Documentary filmer for H.E. President Mogae

Tomas de Souza Mauaiangue, Advisor to H.E. President Chissano

Edith Ruface, Private Secretary to H.E. President Chissano

	SANAC
	Dr. Nono Simelela, CEO of SANAC and host to Champions


Champions Trip Agenda   

Wednesday, March 3:

CAPE TOWN

I. Briefing with Champions and Partners:  
The Champions’ and co-sponsors conducted their first Annual Meeting on Wednesday, March 3, before embarking on the South Africa Country Visit (See separate report for details). At the end of the meeting, the Champions were briefed by the Secretariat on the SA Country Visit program and given an overview of the South Africa Issues Brief. Discussions were held on possible “sensitive issues” that might arise during the visit, and the Secretariat suggested talking points and strategies for handling these issues at the various venues.  

At a dinner following the Annual Meeting, the CEO of SANAC, Dr. Nono Simelela, introduced herself as the host to the Champions and handed out the latest program schedule for the visit.
Thursday, March 4:

CAPE TOWN

I.
Meeting with Parliamentarian Portfolio Committee on Health: 
The Champions’ delegation visited the South African National Assembly to meet with 12 members of the Portfolio Committee on Health. The meeting was chaired by the Hon. Monwabisi Bevan Goqwana, who started the meeting by applauding the work of the Champions and encouraging members of the committee to keep learn from this unique opportunity. “We shouldn’t be like ducks … dry out of water. But instead we should take something away from this meeting,” Goqwana said.  
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The Champions congratulated South Africa for recent pronouncements made by President Jacob Zuma to scale-up treatment and prevention in the country. HE 
Mogae noted that leaders should persuade citizens to take advantage of HIV prevention opportunities, including male circumcision. “Prevention should be priority number one, priority number two and priority number three,” Mogae said.

It was also noted that South Africa was an influential economic powerhouse in the region, and a major migration destination, and thus should take a leading role in the regional response.  HE Chissano suggested that SA leaders leverage their influence at the G20 and AU to ensure that commitments on HIV and AIDS are followed through and global responses to HIV reflect the evidence and burden of the epidemic in Africa.

Members of the committee made comments and posed questions around issues of male circumcision, including whether people would adopt a false sense of security from its partial protection and how to adopt traditional MC into the new push for medical MC. 

Another question was about the dilemma of leaders not practicing what they preach when it comes to HV prevention.

HE Mogae responded to the questions on MC, saying the message had to be clear about MC only providing partial protection. He gave the example of Botswana working with tribes who still practice initiation rites. He said the government has convinced the tribes to do circumcisions in government clinics, allowing time for healing and observation as the initiation continues.     

HE Chissano said President Zuma should be commended for his Worlds AIDS Day speech where he gave the “boldest statements yet” on HIV and AIDS from a South African leader. He added that no personal actions should take away from his statements. 

The committee members said the visit by the Champions was “energizing” and that the views on male circumcision were appreciated as they would soon be debated in that same committee. “You have opened up our minds to this debate,” the Hon. Michael Waters said. 
II.
Field Visit to Ubuntu Clinic, Khayelisha Township
The Champions visited the Ubuntu TB/HIV and TB Clinic in Khayelitsha and met with Mrs. Lumka Godlwana the Primary Health Care (PHC) Manager, Fundiswa Notshe, the Facility Manager, Mr. T Botha, the Western Cape MEC for Health, Ms P Collis, Dr Anwar Kharwa and representatives from Medecins sans Frontieres South Africa. The clinic is one of the first TB/HIV integrated clinics in South Africa. It is also the largest TB clinic and the largest ARV clinic in the Western Cape Province with 4,000 people on anti-retroviral therapy (ART) and close to 2,000 patients treated for TB every year.

The PHC Manager presented the background and history of Khayelitsha, highlighting that the area has one of the highest TB and HIV prevalence rates in South Africa.  Maternal prevalence was 30.2% and the clinic handled 31% of all adults on ART in the Cape Town Metropolitan Area.
The Ubuntu clinic serves as a model of a one-stop TB/HIV health care facility which will be duplicated in other provinces in the country.

III.
Private Meeting with Deputy President Kgalema Motlanthe:


The Champions paid a courtesy call to Deputy President Kgalema Motlanthe, who was Acting Head of State while President Zuma was out of the country on a state visit to England. The visit was followed by a press conference at Tuynhuys led by Mogae in which he introduced the Champions and spoke about the mission to South Africa.


FLIGHT TO DURBAN, Greeted at Airport by KwaZulu-Natal Premier, Dr. Zweli Mkhize
DURBAN

IV.
Tour of the new football stadium in Durban
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V.
Courtesy Call on His Majesty, King Goodwill Zwelithini, of the Zulu Nation

The Champions met privately with His Majesty, King Goodwill Zwelithini of the Zulu Nation, and the KwaZulu-Natal Premier, Dr. Zweli Mkhize, for approximately 30 minutes before attending a dinner hosted by the Premier.
 

The Champions congratulated King Zwelithini and endorsed his brave decision in December 2009 to revive the practice of medical male circumcision within the Zulu Nation. They said the leadership from the Zulu Monarch is exactly what the Champions are seeking from leaders at all levels throughout the region in the response to HIV and AIDS.

King Zwelithini explained that he has made a decision to “never stop talking … and talking … and talking about AIDS until we see an end.” He said the decision on MC came to him as he was delivering a speech at the 25th Anniversary of the Royal Rebirth late last year. “It just hit me like a hammer and I coughed it out to the nation. … God has spoken through the King.”
The King explained that circumcision was stopped nearly 200 years ago by Shaka Zulu as part of a war strategy to keep the men strong and ready to fight at all times. He decided to reinstate the practice – using medical facilities to perform the operations – because he was convinced the protection was worth the risk. 


“I explained to the people that they must not think that this will prevent AIDS – but it helps reduce your chances of contracting HIV and other diseases,” he said.


HE Mogae talked about how the governments of Botswana and Kenya are working with the tribes to ensure that MC is done safely and the healing process is supervised. He also explained that many countries are considering implementing MC with newborns as part of a routine service. 
The King said that the countries in the region are facing the same challenges and should look for ways to partner in addressing some of these challenges. He suggested that our countries formulate teams to look at best practices in addressing how MC is conducted within the traditional sectors.

VI.
Dinner Hosted By KwaZulu-Natal Premier, Dr. Zweli Mkhize 

Dinner was attended King Goodwill Zwelithini, who delivered a keynote address and presented the Champions with gifts. HE Chissano delivered remarks on behalf of the Champions. Close to 70 people were in attendance, including those representing the various provincial sectors such as health, men’s sector, children’s sector, youth commission, finance committee and social development.

Friday, March 5th 
PIETERMARITZBURG

I.
South African National AIDS Council (SANAC) Extra-Ordinary Plenary Meeting

The Champions attended the 1st SANAC Extra-Ordinary Plenary Meeting of 2010 at the Royal Showgrounds in Pietermaritzburg. The meeting was chaired by Deputy President Kgalema Mothlanthe. Others in attendance included Dr Zweli Mkhize, Premier of KwaZulu-Natal; Dr M Serufalo, Deputy Minister of Health; Mr. Mark Heywood, Deputy Chairperson of SANAC; Dr S M Dhlomo, MEC for Health

Ms E Molewa, MEC for Social Development; and Dr N. Simelela, CEO of SANAC Secretariat.

Introduction

The Deputy Chairperson of SANAC, Mr. Heywood, informed the meeting of the plans to dramatically scale up HIV counseling and testing (HCT) and to increase access to treatment.  He said the meeting was an opportunity to share experiences with the KZN Provincial AIDS Council, to share information and to energize the government and the 19 sectors of civil society who form SANAC.  He warned members that the coming months would be an acid test for SANAC to deliver on its mandate

The purpose of SANAC is to coordinate the responses to HIV and monitor all aspects of the response.  SANAC had set targets to reduce new infections by 50% by 2011 and to extend treatment to 80% of all HIV infected people.
SANAC Overview

Dr Nono Simelela, CEO SANAC Secretariat, gave a presentation on the epidemic in South Africa and said the National Strategic Plan (NSP) is the blue print for action.  All sectors of the society are involved, the civil society, private sector, and development partners.  The NSP identifies 4 key priority areas, including 1) Prevention, 2) Treatment Care and Support, 3) Research, Monitoring and Surveillance 4)  Human Rights Based Responses.
Toward meeting the two key objectives of the NSP to reduce new infections by 50% and extend treatment to 80% of people who need treatment by 2011, the SANAC was engaging into “Business Unusual” mode. SANAC would strengthening Prevention through the launch of a massive HCT campaign, increasing condom distribution (more so with the hosting of the World Cup), behavior change strategy, male circumcision and targeting hard-to-reach populations. 
KwaZulu-Natal Overview

Dr. Mkhize gave a comprehensive presentation on “Strengthening Community Interventions: The kwaZulu-Natal Model” explaining that KZN accounts for 20.9% of the total South African population and 28% of South Africa’s HIV infections.  More than 70% of medical admissions in the province are HIV related and TB/HIV co-infection stands at 70%.

The province welcomed the announcement by his Majesty, King Goodwill Zwelithini to reintroduce and promote male circumcision.  This was supported by both traditional leaders and churches.  To avoid the fatalities associated with male circumcision, clinical strategy will be aligned to the traditional approach.  The strategy spanning over a 5 year period, was ready for implementation with 80% acceptance rate.  The target will be 4.3 million males of which 1.8million males fall between the ages of 15-49 years.

All districts and metros and municipalities have establishes AIDS Councils to lead, drive and coordinate the multi-sectoral response starting with mobilization at the ward level.  The councils empower local leadership to promote better health with assistance from government, academic institutions and NGOs.  Local celebrities have also been effectively engaged to go into schools and spread the message to the youth.

Input by the Champions 
The Champions acknowledged and applauded the initiatives taken by South Africa on HIV and AIDS. They also applauded the pronouncements by the President of South Africa in October 2009 and on World AIDS Day as well as the announcement by His Majesty, King Zwelithini. 

Ms. Joyce Mhaville said the Champions endorse the launch of South Africa’s year-long National HIV Testing Campaign, starting in April, and encourage the integration of “couples testing” into the campaign. She encouraged male involvement in PMCT services, and said women should also be involved when men go for Male Circumcision services -- men who seek MC should be supported by their girlfriends or wives.  If a man has a partner (even if not married), couples should be encouraged to go to the MC site together, learn about MC together, and get HIV tested together. Couples testing as part of MC services could strengthen the prevention impact of MC.

Input from SANAC members

Members thanked the Champions for coming to South Africa.  The visit had greatly inspired and energized SANAC in its quest to combat HIV/AIDS.  Members also applauded the CEO of the SANAC Secretariat for coming up with concise plans of action.  
Members were urged to re-look at the use of language and terminology that further stigmatize HIV/AIDS and are morally judgmental e.g. “war on AIDS”, “sufferers”, “victims”.
African leaders especially SADC leaders were urged to have structures for fighting AIDS, allocate sufficient resources and speak with one voice at  global and regional fora like the AU.  
The Champions were requested to raise their voices in condemning stigma and discrimination such as the Swazi MP who was advocating for the branding of HIV positive people.

It was noted that there was a lot of complementary work done by other sectors represented in SANAC, like work on violence, alcohol and substance abuse, orphans and food security.  It was suggested that it would help if SANAC could receive reports from those sectors for ease of reference when the need arises. 

The meeting was followed by a Press Conference in which HE Mogae read the Champions Final Communique (see below). 
II.
Site Visit to the KwaCaluza Clinic in Pietermaritzburg 

Acting President, Kgalema Motlanthe and the Champions visited KwaCaluza Clinic and were shown a unique new method for male circumcision using a disposable clamp device. Afterwards the Acting President, the Champions and provincial leadership held a private meeting.

III.
Champions’ Departure
Final Communiqué of the Champions for an HIV-Free Generation 
We, the Champions for an HIV-Free Generation, visited South Africa from March 4-5, 2010, on a regional mission to share experiences and encourage leadership to renew and revitalize the response to the HIV epidemic. We came to exchange views with government and civil society leaders on what can be done to arrest the spread of HIV and AIDS. We came to reach out to our peers and to find solutions together. 

Our mission was led by His Excellency, Mr. Festus Mogae, former president of the Republic of Botswana and chairperson of the Champions; His Excellency, Mr. Joaquim Chissano, former president of the Republic of Mozambique; and Ms. Joyce Mhaville, chairperson of the Steering Committee of the African Broadcast Media Partnership Against HIV/AIDS (ABMP). 

We wish to express our sincere gratitude to Deputy President Kgalema Motlanthe and the people of South Africa for hosting us and facilitating this discussion. Our latest country visit in the southern African region turned out to be an inspiring and purposeful mission thanks to the extraordinary support we received.

The Champions would like to congratulate South Africa leadership for the recently announced policy initiatives to scale-up the response to HIV and AIDS in their country. The 2009 World AIDS Day speech by His Excellency, President Jacob Zuma, included some of the boldest statements to date on the response to AIDS from senior levels of government in South Africa. We would also like to commend you for backing up these commitments with an increased financial investment that will help to double the number of people on treatment.

The Champions believe that prevention of HIV must be priority number one. A strategy that focuses on comprehensive prevention targets the underlying causes of the epidemic and has the greatest potential to reduce the scope of the problem. A policy on male circumcision and infant circumcision should be endorsed by leadership and rolled out with urgency. We believe there is incontrovertible evidence that male circumcision helps reduce the chances of HIV transmission in heterosexual men by as much as 65 percent. It’s been demonstrated in South Africa and other countries that areas with high prevalence of male circumcision show low prevalence of HIV. 
The Champions would encourage authorities here to take a stronger role in the regional response to HIV and AIDS. South Africa could play a leading role in SADC to coordinate regional prevention programs and harmonize treatment systems targeting mobile and migrant populations. South Africa could also leverage its influence at the Group of 20 (G20) to ensure that commitments on HIV and AIDS are followed through and global responses reflect the evidence and burden of the epidemic in Africa.

Finally, the Champions would like to endorse the launch of South Africa’s national HIV testing campaign, starting in April 2010, and we would like to encourage the integration of “couples testing” into the campaign. Routine testing at healthcare facilities could result in people being diagnosed earlier so they could be referred to treatment in time. Our leaders should take every opportunity to encourage HIV testing.

The Champions wish to extend a special note of gratitude to the leaders of the South Africa National AIDS Council (SANAC) for helping to arrange our visit and for allowing us the opportunity to share ideas of mutual interest at its first plenary meeting of 2010. We would also like to thank His Majesty, King Goodwill Zwelithini, for meeting with us and we endorse his brave decision to revive the practice of medical male circumcision within the Zulu Nation.

During our two-day visit to South Africa, we have met many “Champions” who work hard every day in this struggle against HIV and AIDS. We commend these local Champions and congratulate your country for its progressive attitude. On behalf of all the Champions for an HIV-Free Generation, thank you.

Pietermaritzburg, South Africa
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H.E. Mogae and H.E. Chissano





H.E. Chissano with Portfolio Committee on Health 





Champions and hosts at the Moses Mabhida Studium in Durban





King Zwelithini greets Champion Joyce Mhaville





South African Deputy President Kgalema Mothlanthe
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