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Pictured from left to right: Dr. John Tesha, Dr. Mark Stirling, H.E. Joaquim Chissano, Dr. Speciosa Wandira, H.E. Festus Mogae, Ms. Joyce Mhaville, Dr. Richard Kamwi, Ms. Antonica Hembe, Dr. Kereng Masupu
Executive Summary

The Champions for an HIV-Free Generation visited Namibia from June 14-17, 2009, on a regional mission to share experiences and encourage leadership to renew and revitalize the response to the HIV epidemic. 

The Champions delegation to Namibia included His Excellency, Mr. Festus Mogae, former president of Botswana and Chairperson of the Champions; His Excellency, Mr. Joaquim Chissao, former president of Mozambique and vice chairperson of the Champions; Dr. Speciosa Wandira, former vice president of Uganda; and Ms. Joyce Mhaville, chairperson of the Steering Committee of the African Broadcast Media Partnership Against HIV/AIDS (ABMP).  

The delegation met with many of the government’s top leaders, including President of the Republic of Namibia, H.E. Hifikepunye Pohamba; the Founding Father, Dr. Sam Nujoma, former president of Namibia; Minister of Health and Human Services, Hon. Dr. Richard Kamwi, and other cabinet ministers; Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly, Hon. Doreen Sioka, and other parliamentarians. They also met leaders of civil society, SADC ambassadors, development partners and the media. The delegation made site visits to a condom factory and a mobile health clinic, and conducted an hour-long television interview on the national talk show “Talk of the Nation.” 
The goal of the Namibia visit was to congratulate Namibia for its progress in the response to HIV thus far, and to recommend appropriate strategies in order to maintain and sustain its response. During the visit, the Champions emphasized four key issues based on consultations with in-country partners. The issues included: 1) Leadership of the HIV Response; 2) Prevention Strategy; 3) Sustainability of the Response; and 4) Stigma and Discrimination. Through private meetings, open forum discussions, media interviews and personal contacts, the Champions emphasized recommendations around these key issues. 

Participants:

	Champions
	H.E. Festus Mogae, Botswana
H.E. Joaquim Chissano, Mozambique
Dr. Speciosa Wandira, Uganda
Ms. Joyce Mhaville, Tanzania

	Secretariat
	Dr. Kereng Masupu, Executive Secretary

Doug Johnson, Communications

Rebecca Aaku, Office Manager

	Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
	Dr. Luke Nkinsi, Senior Program Officer, Seattle

	SADC
	Dr. Antonica Hembe, HIV/AIDS Unit, Gaborone

	Africa Forum
	Dr. John Tesha, Executive Secretary

	SADC Dean
	Mr. Norman Moleboge, Botswana High Commissioner to Namibia

	United Nations
	Dr. Mark Stirling, UNAIDS Regional Coordinator, Johannesburg; 
Joyce Mends-Cole, Acting Resident Coordinator, Namibia


Champions Trip Agenda   

Monday, June 15:
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I.
Meeting with Namibia President 
H.E. Hifikepunye Pohamba, State 
House: 
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The 45-minute meeting with the President was a private meeting with the Champions and the small delegation. The visit was followed by a press conference at the State House led by Mogae in which he introduced the Champions and spoke about the mission to Namibia.

I. Courtesy Visit to Founding Father’s Office: 
The Champions met privately with Founding Father, Dr Sam Nujoma, the former president of Namibia, for 30 minutes in his office. Afterwards, they came into the boardroom for photographs and public introductions. 

II. Meeting with Key Cabinet Ministers, Prime Minister’s Office:


This high profile meeting was chaired by the Minister of Health and Human Services, Hon. Dr. Richard Kamwi. Twelve ministers attended representing the following:

· Ministry of Presidential Affairs

· Ministry of Defense 

· Ministry of Safety and Security

· Ministry of Health and Social Services 

· Ministry of  Finance

· Ministry of Foreign Affairs

· Ministry of Youth, Sports and Culture

· Ministry of Lands and Resettlement

· Ministry of Gender Affairs and Child Welfare

· Ministry of Education

· Ministry of Regional Local Government, Housing and Rural Development

· Ministry of Information, Communication and Technology 

· Ministry of Labor and Social Welfare

The chairperson of the Employment Equity Commission, the Permanent Secretary to the Ministry of Health and Social Services as well other senior government officials also attended the meeting.  

III. Luncheon with Ambassadors and Key Development Partners, Safari Hotel: 
This hour-long luncheon was hosted by the Champions. Attendees included ambassadors from SADC countries, local United Nations heads, local U.S. Government heads, and others. UN Acting Resident Coordinator Joyce Mends-Cole opened by introducing the Champions; U.S. Ambassador Dennise Mathieu and Dean of the SADC Ambassadors, High Commissioner Norman Moleboge,   both gave welcome speeches. H.E. Chissano thanked the luncheon. Each Champion sat at a different table in order for the Ambassadors and development partners to have individual conversations with them.

IV. Meeting with Women, Youth and Sports Bodies, Government Office Park:  
This two-hour meeting was chaired by the Permanent Secretary of MOHSS, Mr K.K Kahuure, with more than 50 people in attendance. 
Tuesday, June 16

I.
Meeting with members of Civil Society, Private Sector, Faith-Based Organizations and the media, Safari Hotel 
This meeting was moderated by both UNAIDS Regional Coordinator, Mark Stirling, and Michael Mulondo, executive director of the Namibia Network of AIDS Service Organizations (NANASO).  There were about 50 participants from a range of non-governmental organizations. 
II.
Meeting with the Hon. Doreen Sioka, Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly, and the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Human Resources, Social and Community Development
This session took place in the historic Constitution Room of the Namibian Parliament, where the Namibian Constitution was drafted. The session was chaired by the Hon. Doreen Sioka. In attendance were the Minister of Health Hon. Richard Kamwi and his Deputy, Hon Petrina Haingura, Members of Parliament as well as Dr Nobert Forster, Deputy Permanent Secretary of Ministry of Health and Social Services and other senior government officials.

III.
Site Visits to Commodity Exchange and Mobile Clinic
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The Champions visited two Namibian prevention projects, including a condom factory (Commodity Exchange) and a mobile health clinic stationed outside of the Namibian Breweries. The Commodity Exchange is a condom manufacturing factory in Windhoek which includes a Quality Control and Assurance Laboratory. It is 100% owned and managed by Namibians. The mobile health clinic, a [image: image7.jpg]


partnership between MOHSS and the Namibia Business Coalition on Aids (NABCOA), offers VCT and other health screening services to factory workers.

IV.
Taping of the television program “Talk of the Nation”, NBC Studio

The Champions spent an hour being interviewed by an NBC (Namibian Broadcasting Corporation) talk show host for the nationally broadcast show, “Talk of the Nation.” It was aired the following Monday, June 23.

V.
Final Debriefing with President Pohamba and Reception at the State House

The Champions had a final private briefing with President Pohamba at the State House. It was followed by a few brief public remarks from President Pohamba to the State House guests and a response by HE Mogae. 

Wednesday, June 17

I.
Final Press Conference, Safari Hotel

H.E. Mogae gave a final press conference from his Presidential Suite. He read the Champions final communiqué to the press. Also in attendance was the Minister of Health and Human Services. 
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Media Coverage

Namibia Has Too Many NGOs Dealing With HIV/AIDS
Bernama - ‎Jun 16, 2009‎

Mogae and his team are on a three-day visit to Namibia. The Champions for an HIV-free Generation is a group of renowned African leaders calling for their ...
Africa's AIDS Future Worries Ex-Presidents New Era 

Africa’s AIDS Future Worries Ex-Presidents - 

New Era

WINDHOEK  -- Former President of Botswana Festus Mogae said yesterday in Windhoek that countries must strengthen their preventative measures against the spread of HIV/AIDS to ensure future generations are free of the disease. Mogae spoke to reporters shortly after paying a courtesy call on President Hifikepunye Pohamba yesterday morning.
Ex-Presidents on Aids Mission
New Era - ‎Jun 15, 2009‎
WINDHOEK – Stock theft in Namibia is persistent despite stiff jail sentences that are being imposed on livestock thieves. WINDHOEK – “Champions for an ...
Also In Global Health News: Measles Vaccine; Drug Discovery; Child ...
Medical News Today (press release) - ‎Jun 19, 2009‎
Namibia's non-governmental organizations and community-based organizations voiced their concerns about the inefficiencies of the HIV/AIDS programs in the ...
Ex-Präsident als Aids-Aktivist
Allgemeine Zeitung Namibia - ‎Jun 12, 2009‎
Allerdings kommt das ehemalige Staatsoberhaupt nicht in politischer Funktion nach Namibia, sondern führt eine Delegation der Organisation „Champions for an ...
Final Communiqué of the Champions for an HIV-Free Generation 
We, the Champions for an HIV-Free Generation, visited Namibia from June 14-17 on a regional mission to share experiences and encourage leadership to renew and revitalize the response to the HIV epidemic. We came to exchange views with government and civil society leaders on what can be done to arrest the spread of HIV and AIDS. We came to reach out to our peers and to find solutions together. 

Our mission was led by His Excellency, Mr. Festus Mogae, former president of the Republic of Botswana and chairperson of the Champions; His Excellency, Mr. Joaquim Chissano, former president of the Republic of Mozambique; Dr. Speciosa Wandira, the former vice president of Uganda; and Ms. Joyce Mhaville, chairperson of the Steering Committee of the African Broadcast Media Partnership Against HIV/AIDS (ABMP). 

We wish to express our sincere gratitude to President Hifikepunye Pohamba and the people of Namibia for hosting us in Windhoek and facilitating this discussion. Our latest country visit in the southern African region turned out to be an inspiring and purposeful mission thanks to the extraordinary support received.

The Champions would like to congratulate Namibia for its exceptional leadership and commitment to the health of its citizens. Your country has made major strides in the response to HIV and AIDS, including the quick rollout and universal coverage of life-saving treatment to people living with the virus, the expansive coverage of the Prevention of Mother-to-Child Transmission (PMTCT) program, and in providing the social safety nets necessary for the care of people infected and affected by this scourge. The Champions believe the good work being done by the Ministry of Health and Social Services is a shining example for the region.

We believe that now is the time to consider appropriate strategies in order to maintain and sustain these impressive feats. Firstly, a comprehensive and coordinated response to the epidemic must be led from the senior levels of government. Greater involvement from cabinet members and parliamentarians is desired. Our experience from the region has shown us that in order to involve all sectors in the HIV response, the coordination is best led from the highest offices in the land.

Secondly, prevention of HIV must be priority number one. We would encourage the government to consider the goal of halving the number of new HIV infections by 2015. A strategy that focuses on comprehensive prevention targets the underlying causes of the epidemic and has the greatest potential to reduce the scope of the problem. The recently drafted policy on male circumcision should be endorsed by leadership and rolled out with urgency. We believe there is incontrovertible evidence that male circumcision helps reduce the chances of HIV transmission in heterosexual men by as much as 65 percent. It’s been demonstrated in Namibia and other countries that areas with high prevalence of male circumcision show lower prevalence of HIV. 

Thirdly, every successful strategy includes a plan for sustainability. HIV requires a long-term response that is evidence informed and grounded in human rights. All African countries have been made vulnerable by the current economic crisis, and strides should be made to protect the programs that protect the health of our citizens. As the Mid-Term Plan IV is developed for Namibia, the Champions recommend that a resourcing strategy be considered to guarantee essential programs for treatment and prevention are sustained. We must also be wary of becoming too dependent on outside funding. We believe domestic investment must increase dramatically in coming years to create a truly sustainable response.

Finally, the Champions would like to stress the importance of addressing the issue of stigma and discrimination against people living with HIV. Namibia has made great strides in addressing stigma, and we are happy to learn that the government has moved quickly to remove the travel restrictions on people living with HIV from entering Namibia. But more can be done. Harmful practices remain, such as the denial of home loans for people who test positive for HIV. Our leaders should take every opportunity to speak out against stigma and endorse laws and policies that create a social environment that cares for people living with HIV.

The Champions wish to extend a special note of gratitude to the Minister of Health and Social Services, the Hon. Dr. Richard Kamwi, for hosting us on our mission to Namibia and sharing ideas of mutual interest. We look forward to future discussions and actions on these and other issues. We also wish to thank leaders of civil society and the media for meeting with us and discussing your important role in the response.  

During our two days of meetings in Windhoek, we met many Namibian “Champions” who work hard every day in this struggle against HIV and AIDS. We commend these local Champions and congratulate your country for its progressive attitude. On behalf of all the Champions for an HIV-Free Generation, thank you.

Windhoek, Namibia
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Ms. Joyce Mhaville greets key cabinet ministers at the Office of the Prime Minister








Champions at the Commodity Exchange





Champions with President Pohamba
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