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Executive Summary

The first country visit by the Champions for an HIV-Free Generation to Mozambique on Feb. 8-10, 2009, was a resounding success. The participating Champions included Chairman H.E. Festus Mogae, H.E. Joaquim Chissao, Professor Miriam Were and Ms. Joyce Mhaville. They met their target audiences, including President of the Republic of Mozambique, H.E. Armando Guebuza, the Hon. Prime Minister and the board of the National AIDS Council, civil society leaders, development partners and the media. They also visited a community development project in Maputo and presented the organization with a Certificate of Recognition as a "Community Champion."
The goal of the Mozambique visit was to convince leadership to adopt effective strategies and actions to reduce the rate of new HIV infections. During the two-day visit, the Champions emphasized four key issues based on consultations with in-country partners. The issues included: 1) Male Circumcision; 2) Multiple and Concurrent Partnerships; 3) Gender, Stigma and Discrimination; and 4) Sustainable Funding for Health Systems Strengthening. Through meetings, discussions, media interviews and personal contacts, the Champions emphasized recommendations around these key issues. The Secretariat further related the recommendations in follow-up letters to each of the parties visited. 
The expectation now is to see real action from leaders on the recommendations discussed. With help from in-country partners, the Secretariat will track Mozambique’s progress over the next 12 months to see if action is taken.

Trip Highlights

I. Courtesy Visit to President Armando Guebuza’s Office 
The 30-minute encounter with the President was a private meeting with the Champions. The visit was followed by a press conference led by Mogae in which he introduced the Champions program and emphasized the four key issues brought to Mozambique. 
II. Meeting with Civil Society 
Around 40 participants attended the two and a half hour “town hall” discussion hosted by the Champions. Groups represented included HIV/AIDS service providers, trade unions, advocates for People Living with HIV and AIDS, advocates for people living with handicaps, media organizations and others. 
III. Luncheon for Development Partners 
An hour-long luncheon was hosted by the Champions for ambassadors from SADC countries, U.S. Charge d’ Affaires, representatives from the World Bank, PEPFAR, UNICEF and others. UN Resident Coordinator Ndolamb Ngokwey opened with a welcome and Mogae gave a brief rundown on the Champions and their key issues.

IV. Meeting with National AIDS Council (Feb. 9):  
The meeting was chaired by Honorable Prime Minister Luisa Dias Diogo and included the Minister of Health, the Minister of Education and Culture, Minister of Women & Social Action, Minister of Youth and Sports, Minister of Finance, Minister of Development and Planning, a board member representing a media trade union and the University Chancellor.  
V. Reception with President Guebuza (Feb. 9). 
The Champions participated in a private dinner reception with the President at his residence.
VI. Field Visit to Community Development Project (Feb 10): 
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The Champions visited a community project in Maputo called PROVIDA which targets youth in disfavored neighborhoods and introduces life skills and health through sports and arts. The aim of the project is to build self-esteem in the children and harness positive behaviors. During the Champions visit, the children put on a short talent show with traditional dance, roller skating, ladder acrobatics and other arts. The Champions recognized PROVIDA for its good work and dedication as a “Community Champion” and a framed plaque was later presented to the Director.
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Media Coverage
Botswana: Mogae Recommends Circumcision to Halt Spread of HIV
AllAfrica.com - Washington,USA

Maputo — The former President of Botswana, Festus Mogae, recommended that African leaders consider circumcision as a way of reducing the spread of HIV/AIDS

See all stories on this topic

Champions for HIV-Free Generation Officials Visit Mozambique ...
Kaiser network.org - Washington,DC,USA

... campaigns against HIV/AIDS." The delegation will be in the country for two days and will continue its tour in Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi, South Africa, ...

“Champions for an HIV-free generation” visit Mozambique
UNAIDS - Geneva,Switzerland

In Mozambique, as in other parts of the southern Africa region, many people have more than one sexual partner. Close sexual networks are formed when men and ...

HIV-Free generation champions call for regional...
Guardian, Tanzania – February 13, 2009

The Champions for an HIV-Free Generation project led by former President of Botswana Festus Mogae made their first visit to Mozambique this week, where they met the country`s top leaders and called for an accelerated response to the pandemic. According to a statement issued in Dar es Salaam yesterday, during their two-day tour the champions were involved in meetings with Mozambican President Armando Guebuza, Prime

Male Circumcision Should Be Considered Part of Efforts to Curb ...
Kaiser network.org - Washington,DC,USA

Former President of Botswana Festus Mogae said recently that leaders in Africa should consider promoting male circumcision as a method of curbing the spread ...

Ex-Presidente tswanês apoia luta contra HIV
Panapress - Luanda,Luanda,Angola

... Joachim Chissano, da Tanzânia, Benjamin Mkapa, da Zâmbia, Kenneth Kaunda, eo arcebispo anglicano sul-africano e Prémio Nobel da Paz, Desmond Tutu.

Mozambique's ex-president suggests circumcision to halt HIV spread
Le Mali en ligne - Mali

... presidents of Mozambique, Tanzania and Zambia, Joaquim Chissano, Benjamin Mkapa and Kenneth Kaunda and South African Anglican Archbishop, Desmond Tutu.

'Champions for an HIV-Free Generation' Visit

Agência de Informaçao de Moçambique (09/02/2009)

Maputo — The former President of Botswana, Festus Mogae, said on Monday in Maputo that Africans must not give up in the struggle against AIDS. Africa is the continent worst affected by AIDS, and it is believed that about 25 million Africans are HIV-positive. According to the United Nations Joint Programme on AIDS (UNAIDS), Africa accounts for 60 per cent of HIV infections, and 75 per cent of AIDS deaths. Mogae was speaking to reporters shortly after he was received in audience by Mozambican President Armando Guebuza. Mogae said that, despite the work against AIDS already done in Africa, much more was required. "We must not desist. We have already done a lot, but Africans need to do a lot more to finish this pandemic", he stressed. "Africa is the most affected continent, and we have to work on fighting HIV/AIDS. That is what has brought us here".
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